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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is in response to the amendment filed April 8, 2004, 
Accordingly, claims 2, 4, 8, 9, 26, 27, 29 and 30 were amended, claims 1, 3, 5-7, 10-25, 
28 and 31 were canceled, and new claims 32-41 were added. 

Currently, claims 2, 4, 8, 9, 26, 27, 29, 30 and 32-41 are pending. 

Election/Restrictions 

Newly submitted claims 32-41 are directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: they are drawn to a memory 
system, classified in class 365, subclass 52. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution 
on the merits. Accordingly, claims 32-41 are withdrawn from consideration as being directed to 
a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1. 142(b) and MPEP § 821,03. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection based on previously cited references. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 8, 29 and 30 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Re claims 8 and 29, both at line 2, before "second memory module", "a" should be --the- 
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Re claim 30, line 6-8, "first memory module loaded into said socket body in the same 
direction as said first memory module" (emphasis added) is unclear and should be - first 
memory module loaded into said socket body in the same direction as said second memory 
module--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a pateat unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in tliis country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patmt in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the reqxiirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S. C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply vv^hen the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000, Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35US.C 102(e)). 
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Claims 2, 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Koyama et al. (US 6,382,983). 

Re claims 2, 26 and 27, Koyama et al. ("Koyama") discloses in FIGs. 1-22 a through 
socket comprising: a socket body (2 and 3) arranged to load first and second memory modules (6 
and 23) in the same direction (see FIG. 21) or opposite direction (see FIG. 17); a first conductor 
10 arranged to connect a plurality of adjacent contacts 7 on a first surface 13 of the first memory 
module 6 to a plurality of adjacent contacts 20 on a first surface 13 of the second memory 
module 23; and a second conductor 1 1 arranged to connect a plurahty of adjacent contacts 8 on a 
second surface 15 of the first memory module 6 to a plurality of adjacent contacts 21 on a second 
surface 15 of the second memory module 23. 

Claims 8, 9, 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Donze et al. (U.S. 3,736,471). 

Re claims 8, 9, 29 and 30, Donze et al, ("Donze") discloses in FIGs. 1 A-3 a tum around 
socket comprising: a socket body 16 arranged to load a first and second memory modules 12 in 
the same direction; a first conductor arranged to connect a plurality of adjacent contacts 30 on a 
first surface of the first memory module 12 to a plurality of adjacent contacts 30 on a second 
surface of the first memory module 12 loaded into said socket body 16 in the same direction as 
said second memory module 12; and a second conductor arranged to connect a plurality of 
adjacent contacts 30 on a first surface of the second memory module 12 to a plurality of adjacent 
contacts 30 on a second surface of the second memory module 12. Donze et al. expressly 
discloses in FIG. lA the memory module 12 comprising a plurality of adjacent contacts 30 on a 
first surface of the memory module 12. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 4 is allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
none of the prior art of record fairly shows or suggests a through socket comprising: a through 
socket body arranged to load a first memory module, a second memory module, and a third 
memory module, said first, second and third memory modules being loaded in a base socket 
mounted to a board; a first conductor arranged to connect a contact on a first surface of the first 
memory module to a contact on a first surface of the second memory module; a second 
conductor arranged to connect a contact on a second surface of the second memory module to a 
contact on the first surface of the third memory module; and a third conductor arranged to 
connect a contact on a second surface of the first memory module to a contact on a second 
surface of the third memory module; wherein the through socket is structured to load said 
memory modules either above or to the side of said base socket mounted on said board. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh Duong whose telephone number is (571) 272-1836. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday (9:00 AM - 6:00 PM), 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Amir Zarabian can be reached on (571) 272-1852. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 




